Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS6402
Subject Title Issues in Health Sociology
Credit Value 3
Level 6
Pre-requisite/ Nil
Co-requisite/
Exclusion
Assessment
Methods
100% Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
Memos 10% 0%
Presentation 30% 0%
Final paper 60% 0%
e The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
e The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
e Student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if
he/she is to pass the subject.
s The subject aims to deepen students’ understanding of the relationship between
Objectives

health, culture, and society and how they impact each other. Special attention is
given to the application of sociological concepts and theories to the critical
analysis of current trends and issues of health beliefs, health practices, and health
policies. This subject also facilitates students’ development of a global outlook
and a critical mind, helps students to understand and analyze health issues at
macro-level from different aspects, and trains students for advancing analytical
and communicative skills that are essential for understanding health issues
critically.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a. understand the relationships between health, economy, culture, and
society

b. critically analyze and evaluate current trends in health-related issues both
locally and globally

c. apply sociological concepts and theories to analyse and reflect on various
health-related conditions, beliefs, behaviours, and systems

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Choice of remedies and medical systems

Social determinants of health

The social construction of health, medical knowledge, and illness
Health inequality: health and disease in relation to social class and race
Health and disease in relation to gender: the diseased body and regulation
of bodies

Disease-associated stigma and discrimination

Mass media and health representation

The social construction of health care organizations and professionals

. Digitalization and health

0. Economic systems and health
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Lecture

Lectures are used to provide students with the basic and necessary knowledge
on topics listed in the syllabus. To overcome the didactical nature of traditional
ways of lecturing, the lectures in this subject are conducted in a more dialogical
and interactive manner, and students are encouraged to raise questions or initiate
discussion during the lectures. Time will be allotted in each class for a class
discussion, in which students should be prepared to analyze and critique course
concepts, and relate the lecture materials and readings with their daily
experiences and practice.

Presentation

Presentations will be given by each student in the last two classes. Topics of
presentation are based on the final paper of students. Students will be expected
to participate in the discussion after each presentation.

Memos
Students will be expected to write short memos reflecting on lecture and reading
material.

Research paper

Students will be asked to develop a brief paper that analyzes a health issue of
their choice. This will allow students to examine the latest research about their
health issue and contribute to the literature, while advancing their critical
thinking, writing, and communication skills.
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Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Intended Learning
Outcomes a b c
1. Memos 10% Vv ~ ~
2. Presentation 30% Vv Vv Vv
3. Final paper 60% Vv ~ ~
Total 100 %
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
Class participation and presentations are essential to developing students’
analytical ability, verbal communication, and presentation skills. The topic of
presentation can be related to their final papers.
In their final papers, students will be expected to choose a health-related topic
and conduct a critical analysis by using sociological concepts that they have
learnt in class. Students will need to elaborate their arguments in written form,
to deepen their analysis, to demonstrate their critical and analytical thinking, and
to organize different materials in a systematic and logical manner.
Student Study Class contact:
Effort Required
. Lecture 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Self-directed Study & Memo Preparation 39 Hrs.
= Preparation for presentation 20 Hrs.
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= Preparation for final paper 35 Hrs.

Total student study effort 133 Hrs.
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